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Philip, iv. 



Finally Brethren^ whalfoever things are true^ ivhat- 
feever things are honej?^ vohatfoever things arejufff^ 
whalfoever things are pure^ wkatfoever things are' 
lovely^ whalfoever things are of good reptrt ; if 

■' there he any veriue^ and if there he any praife^ 
think OH tbefe tbiKgi.- 

I Have the two hft Lord's Days, made it my bufinefsto 
treat of this Text, in 3 way that I though: did mod terM| 
to the informing your Judgments : And to that purpofe 
I have raifed fereral Ofafervations, and drawn federal Inf< 
ifences from it. 

I mean now to Treat of it in another way, and to apply 
By felf wholly to the preffing you to the Praftice of ir, 

And indeed the Nature of the Sermon I am to matce, dotb 
call for this from me. For I am now to take my leave of 
you ; this being the laft time in all probability that I (haU 
Preach among you as your Minifter : And therefore I fuppofo 
good Advice and Exhortation will more become me at thi» 
limej than a clofe Diftourfe upon a Text. 

Andyer, my Text doth afford Matter enough, witboui 
flraining it, for fuch a purpof^ ; Nor indeed do I know 1 
Text in the Bible, that I could more willingly pitch upon tQ 
leave with you, as the lail Advice 1 would give you, and u 
the Sum and Conclufion of my Preaching among you, thah 
tbefc Words oE St. Teui I have now read to you. 

Let me therefore at this rime addrtfs my telf to you all, 

the Apoflle here did at the Conclufion of his Epiflle to th« 

I'iiJ//piam^ Finally Brethren^ wlmlfoever things are true,&cc. 

/Jere are a grest many tWmp lecomtneadedb^ the A90- 

■wi- ro oiir Thoughts and purluit. It we wou\i TaA.t » i;i5ty^ 

>i/«t»o vf /Aem, 1 believe they wvU a\V nawt^W^ tftcw^M 
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r imder ibcfe Four Beads, For the things here recommendetfl 
arc not (b many as the Words by which they are expreQ ; 
there being fevera! Words u(cd in this Enumeration, ihatare 
of thefame importance, and (ecm to exprefs muth the fame 
thing. 

The Four Heddi I will reduce ihera to arethefe» ■■^■ 

J. jjconpant Adhertfici to the true Religion. , 

II. Hontjlj andju^icsinour DeaHngt, 
IK. j4 Lifeef JlriiiPutKy, in eppofititn to SenCmiity hhJ 

Lewdncls. 
IV. Tbi Adorniig the Doiiritie of Codwe do fofefi^ by th» 
confiant TraHtce of every other thing that is Vertutm or 
Commendable^ or welltbou£htof by Mankind. 
This, as I takt it, is a fair account of the Parts of ih» 
Text; and thefellhiillciake iheHeadsof ray following Exf' 
boriation. 

I begin wiihthc l-'irft. FtnaSjftnji Brtthrtti, ivhtHJaevtr 
tbin^i are true , tbinkan thefethsngt. 

The Truibs that Si. Paul here exhorts them to think oqj' 
are undoubredly the Truths of the Gnfpcl of Jefus Chrift- 
which he had deliverM to them. Tbefe be would have them 
toihtnkupon, andperfittio, and never to be prevail'd upoa 
by any Temptationtodepart from them. 

Let me now apply thia Advice of his to you. It is the par^ 
ticular Blelling of God to this Kingdom, and anineflimable 
Blelling it ip, that he ha« not only vouchfafed u^ the Light of 
bisGoTpel for many Years, but He has alfu taken care that 
the Truths of it (hould be delivered to us wilh greater Puritf 
and Sincerity, and freer from ihc mixtures of Error ihan t» 
moft, I was going to (ay, than to any other People in the 
World. 

If ti lay in your way to make Obfervations concerning the 
State of Religion in other Countneg ; nay or but to read (be 
Account! that are given of it : I am fuic you would be con- 
vinced how exceedingly bapp/ w»; of this Ciiurch are^ abavft 
all the other Churches in CbT\ft';ri'if»«\. 
Otfceretore ; let us allfirm^ aitic(t\o'eae-'\t'a;V^'^^^ 
been caught ; to the TruiUs we fea^l^^S^*^^^^- 
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on of. And let ui firmly adhere to that Church which hath 
held forth thefc Truths to us, and caught us this Profcflion. 

We do not pretend ihat any Church is Infallible, and there- 
fore not ours : But this we dare fay and we can juftilie ; that 
if we take our meafures concerning the Truths uf Religion 
from the Rules of the Holy Scriptures, and the Platform of 
the Primitive Churches, the Church of England'^ undoubt- 
edly, both as to DofSrine and Worfliip, the Pureft Church 
that is at this Day in the World ; the moft Orthodox in Faith, 
and the freeft on the one hand from Idolatry and Superfiition^ 
and on the other hand from Frsa&tjhnefi and Enthu/iajm of 
any nowcxtanr. 

Nay, I do Farther fay with great Scrioulnefs, and at one 
that cxpe£l) to be called to account at the dreadful Tribunal 
of God for what I now fay, it 1 do not fpeak in Gncerity, 
That I do in my Confcience believe , that if the Religion of 
JcfusChrift, as it is delivei'd in the New Teftamenr, be the 
true Religion (as I am certain it is:) Then the Communion of 
the Church of EngUnd is a fafe way to Salvation, and the 
fafeft of any I know in the World. 

And therefore I do exhort you all in the Name of God fled* 
faftly to hold and to perterere in this Communion. 

Here you have the Tbingi that art true. Think of ihcni 
und embrace them heartily ; and live and die in the Profeflioi] 
of them. This is the Doflrtoe 1 have always Taught yoU| 
and by the Grace of Godl mean to Praftice accordingly. 

1 1. The next thing I have to recommend to you from theft 
words of the Apollle is Univerfal Hontfij, and JuJIicty and 
Rijfhtfeiifneft in your Converfiition. Whalfofatr tbingt 
(Hiiih he) ere true , tvhatfotver thingi are jufi , think »m 
thtjc thing^s. 

You fee 1 join ihefe two words Hon*/? and 7«jf together 
an importing the fame thing. Tho* yet I am aware that the 
Word we here render Honeji^is often ufed in another Ggnifica- 
tion, that is to fay, for Grave or VemritbU : But fince that 
other Signification talis in moH properly under my lad Head, 
J wave It here J fend take the Word as our Tranflition rend- 



Indeed it is in vain to expe£l any advantage from our Pro3: 
■ fefliooof the7rKf&, if webenocfincerely j*f/2and ^anf/i* 
' our A£lioni. 

Whofocvercan allow himftlf in the Prafllce oF anydir"' 
honell, knaTtfh, indireft Dealing, let that Man be never fol 
Orthodox in his Belief and Opinions -, yet I am fure he is a\ 
trucChriflian. 

O therefore let me exhort you all, whatever Fnterefis yoni 
hiVe to ferve ^ whatever Dealings you are engaged in, tot 
be always ftriflly Ju/i^ and Vprightin your Convcrfation.Ulei 
no TricltF, praiSifc no ill Arts lor the ferving your Ejids, butj 
in all your Tranfaftiona with Men, deal with that Siroplicityf 
and Iniegnty and good Confcience, that becomes thofc wbov 
Would be accounted ihc Difciples of Him who was themolh 
Innocent, the mofl Sincere, and ihelcafl intrieguing Perfani' 
in the World. 

Afiure your felves, no Difiionefty can profper long. What- 
ever turns you may Icrve by it at prelcnt, yet you will bitrer*^ 
Jy repent of it fame time or other. But Righteoufneri and' 
Jullice doth eflablilh a Man'^; ways. And the uprigbr Man, 
tho' he is not always the rjcheft, yet always walketh mod fure- 
ly. And as for the final Event of Things-, Rcmccnber thit, 
that God Almighty has pronounced that no Unrighteous Men,'. 
noCovetoWt no Lyari, m Extortioners JhaU enter into tht 
Kingdom of Heaven. But to goon. , 

III. The next thing I have to exhort you to from the 
Words of my Text is the PraiSice of Purity. For after the 
Apoftic hath recommended the purtuit of tbmgi that are true/ 
and the things that are bontfi and juji^ he next adds the thing* 
that are pitre. Meaning hereby that we (hould ftudy to bs 
pure and chall and temperate both m our Hearts and Lives ^ 
avoiding all ExcetTes, and Lewdnefs, and Senfualry. 

And if bethought it convenient in that Age of ftriftnefi 

and fevericy and devotion, to put the ChriDtans in mind of 

this : I am fure it is not only convenicnc bat neceffity to do 

ity in thtSiAge of ours, when Luxury and Debauchery, when 

_ Whoredom and DrunkenneQ, and all forts of Vices that ap« 

Bcomrary to Purity, are grown to that height among v, th^c 
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we fecm to defie God Almighty by our impudent PrSdlcco 
tliem, and provoke Him (o give us up to DeOru£)ton, 

1 pray God make ihe whole Nation deeply lenfible of thi 
Folly and Wickednefs, as well as of (he Danger and drcsdAl 
Coalcqucnces of thefe Pradices. And as for you who »ti 
here prelcni, let me befpeak you in the Words of ihe A pol>le 
J^early Beloved, I befeecb you as Strangers and FUgrimt, ti 
itkjiainf-omJlefijljLufis, which war Mgainfi the Soul. I be 
ftcctf you, as you have sny Honour for our I-ord and Maficr 
at you have any regard to the prelervation of a Scnfe of Rel| 
gion in your Minds ; as you have any concern for your Healtk 
for your Eftntcs, for your Families j as you liave any refpefi 
to [he Publick, that Effeminacy and Sottiflinera and Ditcaft 
may not beentail'd upon your Poflerlty ; laiily, as you loyj 
your own SduIjj and hope ever to fee ihc Face of God ji 
Heaven, learn to live Soberly, learn to live Chaftly, learn 
to praclifc Purity and Temperance in all your Converfat'ion. 
Avoid Whoredom and Drunkennefi as you would ihe Phgui% 
for certainly (hey are the word of Plagues to ihem that ufi( 
them : For other Plagues do only put our Bodies in dangCl^ 
but ihi.'(c do endanger both our Souls apd Bodies, Nay as U^ 
ihe one (I mean our Souls) ihey will prove certain inevttabl# 
DcftruSion withouc Repentance and Reformation. i' 

1 know the(e things are made flight Matters of by a greal 
imany among us. But affiirc your fetves God wili not accotml 
[them (b; it is certain he will not, if we may believe his Word j 
ifcr ii is there told us expr;fly, that WhoTimiin^en ami AJhU 
lifrers GodwiS juilge. And wiihal, ihir neither Aduherertt 
mtr i-'ornieatoTi^ nor undtonfer fans ^ nor DruMkar^i jhjUe'z/er 
iof'erit the Kingdom of God or efCkrifi. 

IV. I proceed ro the laff Head of Advice that is given ii 
my Test, The Apaflle having inllanced in Three things ire*» 
celLry to bcdally thought upon and purfucd by all Chriftians, 

kviz. Truih, and Hoxefiy^ and Parity, leaves off to meddl* 
any farther wjih Parricuhr?, and Turns up the reft of hii Ads] 
Ficc in Generals. And that fum conws to this. That aB wc flrpi 
ChriAiani,we ihnuld not only take care of three fotc-mention'd 
things, butHiouIdoiatR: it ourbQiiocfttoinproTeour&tw 
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in every other fort of Virtue ; nay in every other fort or 
thing that is Praifi-worthf^ or that » well-efteem'd of among 
Mankind. So that really it fhouldbe the endeavour of our 
Lives to render our felves as Excellent and as Examplary for 
all forts of amiabje Qy^lities as it is jpolSble for Men to be in 
this World. 

This I take to be the full meaning of thofo /s^^ Expreflions 
that follow in my Text^ Wbatfoever things are kvely^ what- 
fiever tbhsgs are a^ good report j if there he any Virtue^ if there 
be any Praife^ think of tbefe thingf. 

And now Brethren^ fcp from hence what your Obtigationa 
are. You that have fuch a glorious. Li jbt vouchfafed you ^ 
fucti unvaluable Promi(es^ fuch mighty Afliftances made pvet 
to you by the Gofpel of Chrlft: You muft in Reafon ima- 
gine that in return Qf cbefe great Advantages^ great tfaingi 
are expelled from you. 

Ic will not facisfie your Engagements, that you do believe 
and profefs the Gorpel3 that you do no wrong to your Neigh^ 
bours. that you are neither given to Lewdnels nor Drunken- 
ncfs ( tho* yet even ihefc, as the World goes, are very great 
things, and could all Men that profefs Chriflianity truly fay 
this of themfelves, we Chould foon iee Heaven upon Earth :) 
But your Chrifiiaoity obliges you to afpire after greater 
things -J you muft get vour fclves poflelTed of the whole Circle 
of Virtues ; you mult be Kind and CharitahUy as well as 
Juf and Honefi \ you mud be Modef and Meek^nd Humffh^ 
as well as Temperate and Cbafi^ 

Nay not only fo, but y ^u are to labour after all tbefoleveral 
Virtues^ in the full Latitude and Extent of them, even'to that 
degree,that every thing which hath but the appearance of Evil 
is to be avoided by you. You afe.not only to abftain from 
A^f of Injullice, but even from doing a hard thing to any 
one; you are not only to keep your felves within the known 
Limits of Temperance and Chaftity, but to avoid all thofe 
things that border upon the Vices opppfite thereunto, and (a 
as to all other Inftances : If a thing be of itt Report^ and looks 
infampufly to the (ober part of Mankind, why that very Con- 
Gderation is enough to. deter you from the PtaAice of ic -^For 
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^ou are to recSbmend your Religion to oil tbe Men in ths 
World, by all the ways that are poJlible. 

la a Word, you are toendeavour to be as free frcm hhaie 
in yoar wbok Converfation, as you poflibly can, and not oBk 
]y fo, but to be a: good^ and to do aa much good as yotlf 
Citcnmftances will allow you. =■, 

Tflis now is to be a Chrlllian indeed i, by thua endeavour-' 
ing you truly walk worthy of that high and heavenly Calling,' 
whcrewiih you are called, and you do fas the Apoflle advifes) 
fdorn thsDeiiriite of GodtnaUthiigt ; and happy, extream- 
ly happy are they that do tbu:. Tor great is their Reward: 
Gfi^aieven in this World in the folid Peace and Aflljrancc of 
God's Favour which they here cnjay, and which indeed far 
exceeds ail the Bieilings thit the Earih can atFord ;bti[ exceed- 
ing!/ great in the Life to come, when JefusChrift Ihallconic 
-jirith ail the Powers of Heaven, to do Honour to thofe that 
have thus here honoured Him. 

Thu? have I g^ne ihrough all the Parts of my Text, but 
^ do not think chat I ought fo to leave it. I have given you 
fiD account of the ihmgs that St. Vaul hath here direifted u) 
pi^ lobethc mam purtuit of our Lives. But I think tikewife 
'ft will be proper tofpeak fomethingof the Methods of that 
upurluic, or the meani which we are to obferve, if we would 
'^raiftife this Text ; and here I am to begin anew with my 
Vdvicee. Several things I have ro reprelcnt upon this Occa- 
ion and to exhort you to. I am not much folicltous, whe- 
ftfaer they ^riiflly belong lo my Argument or no. But Idelire 
to leave them with you, as thingsthac Jjudge tobe very ufe- 
j|i)I, and which I wilti may beevrr remembredby you. 

And the Firfi thing I would exhort you to, is thi*. That 
^'fiu would endeavour to pejfeftyour A/'»<A with a hearty Stnfe 
^ Gad Almgbtj, and tht atfolate Necf/ftiy Df bting ferioujly 

jR$!rgioi4S. \ 

^ I do pot mention this^Bs if I thought there was any nwd (o 
jjution you againft Atheill or Infidelity, for 1 hope not many 
imofg ua arc inclined that way. Mankind are naturally djf- 
poftd to believe a God and Religion, and fiiice through 
God'i Blciling it Is Chriftianity that is the Religids of our 

CoUfiiry , 
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Cotiotry, andia«hicb we have been all edocated : Hook 
Apon sn Atheiiior an InGdel among ib, io be a fort of Pro- 
;digy, a ftran^e miufual Creature, vadly diffEient liroin tbote 
of hisovo Kind. 

But here is (be thing. Tbo' moll of us proft^ Religioa 
and the true Religion, yet many of us have no lively or beatt^ 
Senfeof It. We u(e Religion as wedoourClotbet. Tbej^ 
are very coovenieat, nay perhaps neceffuy. and therefore 
we wear them, ud for ihs particular form or mode of them 
We follow, as to chat, the Cuftom of ihe CouRtr7 where we 
live. Yet as the Clothes we wear do not alter the Complexioa 
or Features of our Body, fo neither dotb the Religion we pro- 
fe^any more affeil the Temper of our SouU. We fiTTcoot 
(elvesin baibCa(c5of the outward Convcoiencejibit are to 
be had by ihem, but we are lUll tbe Cioie lo our Perron* both 
as ro outward and taward Lineaoienlf. 

. But alai this is a very forry viy of being Rcligiou', and 
will do us no great kindncG. Wc mif perhaps reap fomefc: 
cular advantages by it,but yet even ibe very uoiible and paid 
it purs tis to, do tqual the Ctrnvcnienccs wc have from it. 
The Men that live thu«,are ju!t fttved like ihofe that work in 
rich Mines. They arc daily imploy'd about Gold and Silver 
or Geais,and they work bard,and they have their days wages 
ior their Labour, but they are not a whit the richer for the 
TTcafurc! that come into their band;. 

Your Religion will never fctre you to any extrarofdiasrjr 
purpofes, till your Hearts be affected w::b it as well as your 
Uiiderftandings. Let me therefore adviTe you, xi you love 
eiiber your Hjppine^ in this World, or in the nexii make it 
your principle care to get a lively and vigorotu Scn(c of God 
imprefled upon your Mmds, And look upon it as the greal- 
eft Interell youhave to carry on,tbe greatefl Bufmeft you have 
CO do in this World (as it really ii) to approve your felves to 
(tbii God by a fmcere endeavour in all your Converfalion, ttf 
'Wdlkas hi; Son Jefu? Chrifl hatb taught you. ffyou dotbt^ 
vou will certainly Gud the Sweet and Comfort of it botb btre 
41)4. hereafter. 
V' Wbeaalliifaid, it is a vain thing for any Man to cv^Sl'^ 
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mlei'dbic cifif parage ibrongh this World, Doleri lis havethe Kepes o, 
God'a Favour cofupporc himunda the Moltitodeof evii Aeddenri whicL_ 
the State of Human Life will neccHarily expofe him lo. And aj for t&el 
mher World, wiihuuc thefc Hopes he is perfcSly loft : And to be able roJ 
entertjin any rational Hopes of God'i Bieffiog and Favour, ita very vaioFil 
thing liltewiie, iinltfs WEmaJw it our bufioefi with our »hole Hiartl >nd J 
Sonis to ferve and pleafe and obey Him. 

There arc a great mio; Rulei and Maxinu (hat we ofe to givt 
Fiicndi or our Cbildien fur the making their Fortunes, and I cannot deii] 
but ihcy are exceeding goo<3 ones. Thus for inilanee, weadvife them^ 
get a truf underliandingof the^r Bufinefi, and to poifbe itdiligeotly, tir 
Iteep out of ill Ctimpany, to avoid Drinking or Gaming and LewdncMnd 
|o fiudyihcTsmpers and Humours of Mankind, and co learn t« apply 
ihcmfilvei d^xcctuufly to ibofe ttiey havu occafioD to coovcife with j why 
thefeand fuch others arc excelleniRuIes,3nd moft worthy of all Men to be 
Audied and pradiU. But (tit! there is one Rule above all ihcfe, and vitiMH 
out which'all the other will fignilie very little to the making a Man'* Ufit 
tajie and conifuriable ; and [hit la to preferve a lively Teole of Godupo^ 
ourSpirli;, to bavehtsfear always before our Eyea, to love him aboveaU 
Ibing!, to value hia Favour mote than Life, and tii dread bis Difpleafuri 
as the worn of Evil'. If we can but once get our Souls into thl^lrame.ve 
have Jone our BuGneffi both for tliis World and for Eteroity; Alhbe oifuK 
partlcuhr Ru'les and Advices will be In a grcBc meafure fuperttuousj An 
he that is pclTefTed oi this good Principle will of coutfe naturally fall tnt«t 
ibe praiiict of them. And btfidei this Fear and Love of God in out Heartft, 
M It i> the tnoA eitc^ual jnean^, according to the ufual Pifpofitioo of cba 
Divine Providence, to put us into good Circum fiances of Living ; fo it ii 
iheunlymeaniof iT.aking oar Cirt-amflahceshappy tous, if they be gooill' 
or of making rhem eafieand fupportabie, if (bey be bad. , f 

Ido tberctsic molt carncfily leeommctid it to you, al you defirc thft 
either yon-af ynuri taty profp<r,nay,3tyou would not be very Aiifcrable, 
be not contented wi'h a fupeificial outfide Rei<g>°n, but afTeS your tnlnda 
asdecplyasJipLiiliUe witba fcnfc uf God, and ahatyouove t* bItn;aDd 
cndcav<iur to imprefi the fatnefenfe upon your frien^find Children, a>i 
all thit are about you. Thetfotliof it i(, fo mairh doth oar prefent hap» 
ptnefi, aiwell ai our future, depend upon ibis belief of Cjd, and lovci 
hint, and hope) of hu Favour ) that were ir not for [his.ibc prefettt Worl* 
viihallilie ii^jgintry pUafurcsand glories of ir.would appear to all wil_ 
and good Men, not only an enipiy dull unraiilfa^ory place, but a difmal 
luclancbolf VriCon, If itwas ruppofcd that all things here were the eSc^ 
of blind Chsnte, or fatal Neeeffity, and that there irere no Wifdom , 
-GoodnefB that did prelide over (he World, or (ook care of Uatihindj 
(onfiderSog MaAcmidd^fire to live here. 

The 5f«nJ thing I would Uave with you. ii thii, That after you have, 
[ into your mi(i(tt a beany friiccul God and hjs I'roviitence,and hi* prin 
'^ MflJ gooiiliCs i fbaiihtt^eii uKan to nikc ieiht baQaelicf youe 
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^Bfe»io recommend your felffes to him,; you would in the PMt place, tjfcc 

^^rc ro keep up ih^c Tcirfc by » canllaat and daily Werjhif if btm. 

^t. For God's tike, and Igr yourown Souls riki'.dooac nogleiS your Pray- 

% an. Voumuft neTcnhink thatGiid willbleftyou, if yea do not make » 

I Conilicacc tif daily paying himyaur tribuic of Hooour and Worthip. 

I Beliiie ihercfort, you be coiiftantin your privare Dtvotioni. As yoo 

' erery day receive ihcrcngw'd pledges of God's lovcapd gaodnefi towardi 

joa III a Thoufand mAances : fo let every day your BfCe^ionandgriclruda 

be exprefa'd CO him, by hearry Prayer andThankfgiving. Thu is»b" 

lucdy fKeclfary lo be done, at I bave otica told yau, if you neaa lo p: 

fcr«e any hearty Jetife of Religion in jour mindt. 

But belidei (his, Ibcve anolher thing to recommendto all ibole chuhave 
Fanithis. They are Keati in<l l^ovctnorsof a£(»i(/. For indeed ihc firOr 
notianof Stcttty is (bat of iFamtly. Svery Family is a btilt Kingdom.' 
i3d every Kingdom is or uuglu tube fgreai: Family- N<iW is ii aaiuralv ■ 
ii iC decent] ihai ihete OiouU be any ^kiciety upon Earth wherein God 
Oiuuld HOC be owned and worlhipptdi Aad yet wo be to in, how m: 
thuulandsof Families aio ihire in ihit iCuigdoin.nay, I aTnafriid,tvci 
lod about this City, wherein GuA is aai fomuch as namid in pnblick,ua,« 
left perhaps by ihc way of Aiiront, by ihcway of Corfingor Swearing 
Wc dclervedty complain uf [be great luofunefa and protancnersand ir 
ligioo [hat hath over-fpread rbe lace of rhie Narion. O! I doubt a great 
4li^t of (he blame of It lies opoo ihe Hcuiholdcts, chu Matters of Familieg 
kmongu^. It tbey woBld takebeiter. care of ihtirChildren and Servants, 
and lc( liicm know wh^t it ia to iiorfhipGod, ibinga would not be fo bad 
amangtu. But huw tan vc cxpeS better, when there is no Religion eii, 
tber uught or p radii fi:d inour HoufetfWe givcourCcmcllii-Iiioppottuui* 
lies enough of leacaing all our bad Qualiiiei j but we give rhem i: one of., 
I learning our good ones, if we have any. ^ 

^Fi They fee uiefFeudingCodby manyradi Wori^s andfmful Aflion) ; but ' 
^^ney do not foe uarcpentiiig,Bn<laiking God's pitdonby oar folenin Pray-i ' 
^Brs fnd Applications totbe Throne of Grace. Uc us therefore feriouaj ' 
^Hhy tins point to heart, lam fure ve have juH caule (o doit, Lcedi' 
^^king KuligioD into i.urFamilie>, aod not bi comcnted that once a weclf" 
^^Herae uf our People in their turns Ibould heat fomeihing of it. Let ui ' 
^Kveiy day call out Family together, and pay our common tribute of I'ray- . 
^^baiid Piaife tor the Mercies we do daily leceive incointnon, 
^^F,Me(hinkiour Saviour feemed to have a rcfpeft to this very Doty, a 
^^L-char^e it mightily upon us,whcn he made us ihaigtaciuus promifetbat 
^^ktOi wbtTi m» tr three are guthtr'd te^ilhtr in hu timme, thi^t would \ 
^Kf bttn tktmidft if ibem. Sure hi« Words have moflnatntally a refpcft . 
^Bq ihc Worlliip of God [hat b perfurm'd m Families. A9 hath likewife tbt ' 
^^htry contriTance of [!te Lord's Prayec-: Alltlic fctitiotts thereof being C*i 
^^Mf^ned, ai tobemuU proper to befaidby more than ODc, and yet lu 
^^Hkb^o ** ^^^^ o"^ Duoi a for that ptirpafe , Ku', 
^^P, JAtrdit, At you nughi to take care about the worChip of God in yoi 
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mni ttnoi yoof tiBit fiufinef] ; to be more coaeetaH for your Country and 
Nation ihan ihe intereft ot iny fingle M»n in it ; fccirrily to fnbmit to 
tbe Government; and tipt only fo, bat to thank God for (he Bicflingi 
you enjoy under it.and moft earnellly to priy for the continuance of them ; 
Laftly, never to efponfe arty Pircy or Failion againft the Covernment, 
DOT ever tobcdriTenavay from ihc Communion of the Charch, of which 
joo hare always profefi'd your felve) Members, by any of the preiencct 
whith Tome warm Men may fuggeft to you. Thtil dare vencnrero fay, 
how uoeafiefoeTer lomeof younon' may be in joyning wirh our Prayers, 
you will at laft be ten limes moreuneafie in ftparating from ni. For Fa- 
Aionhas no bounds, and God knows whether it will lead a Man at laft. 
Were there nothing elfe but the Heat and Tutbulency, the Paffion and 
Peevifliner*. the bitter Zeal and Uncharitablenefs that the being of a Party 
doth naturally engage Men in ; 1 fay, were there nothing but ihie, no 
Mjn that confults the Peace of his own mind, would ftira«y confiderariou 
leave the Publtck Communion, aod efpaufc theCaufc ofa Tcparaie Intereft. 
Bji iherc are worl'e Cootequcnces than ibtfc, and I pray God we may oe- 
»cr feel them. 

Aod now I have done with my Exhortation. 1 have fprlie my rhoughti 
very freely to yoit. And i hope youw.ll receive what I have faid with ihc 
fame dindnefj that I meant it. And iruly. I have Doreafoo todouh: of it, 
alter fo long an experience as I have had of your Civility and Candor. lo- 
decd.darmgallihc timel have been among you (which bath been now near 
Sixteen Years) I have beca fo kindly treated by yon, and have received fo 
many TellimoDiet of yoUi Good-Will, rhat 1 cannot but tike t hit oppor- 
tunity of pub! ickl)' acknowledging my Obligatmot to you, and returning 
jOD my folemn Thanki fonhein. 

I cannot indeed fay that I have done my Duty aa 1 ought, and I heartily 
beg of God to forgive all my defeat. But I have thii Satisfaaion, that I 
have fincerely endcavour*d in all my Preaching. to inftroa you in the (roe 
Doarine of the Gorpcl.and to teach you the right way that lead* co Salva- 
tion. And lam fo certain, tnat [ have nor been miDaken my felf, nor mif- 
ted in that matter j that 1 dare with Confidence addiefs my [elf to you in 
Tome of the Wordi of the Apoftle, which do immediately follow after my 
Text, -uis. liiftthiTigi which ya hn-ut lefrntdandTtceived tnd heardfrtm 
vie d* i mndlhiGtd ef Btaci {h*B be vith y«t. 

I Diall ever blefi God for ibat Providence of hit wbicb hath placed me 
among yoB; and ai I (hall atwayi do, and earneftly defire all your Prayera 
ibrmej folfliall alwayt heartily pray foryna: That God would guide 
SNd profper you ; that his good Providence would always watch over you 
for good ; that he would beftow upon yoo and your Children after you all 
forts of Bleflingi needful and convenient for you ; cfpecially that he would 
deliver yon from every evil work, and pre&rve yog to hit Heavenly King, 
ilom. Thii 0«ii tf hit iv/fnir/ Utrtj grsnt, fltc. 

F r K t S. 



